Paracrine/autocrine regulation of anion secretion in the epididymis: role of angiotensin II.
Accumulated evidence has suggested that anion secretion in the epididymis may be subject to local paracrine/autocrine control in addition to neural and humoral regulation. The present paper reviews recent studies presenting evidence for the presence of major components of a tissue renin-angiotensin system in the rat epididymis and the regulatory effect of angiotensin II (Ang II) on epididymal anion secretion. The mechanisms for local generation of Ang II and its local action are discussed. The importance of paracrine/autocrine roles of Ang II in the maintenance of epididymal functions, as well as sperm functions is also addressed.